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Llish translation «f abstract of JP 09-506008 

[Title of the invention] 

Balloon for use in medical treatment apparatus, 
consisting of a thermoplastic elastomer 

[Abstract balloon and catheter for insertion into 

a bodily conduit. The catheter (10) has a shaft (12) and 
a expansion balloon (24) at the distal end of the shaft. 
The balloon is inflated via a central lumen (14) in the 
shaft for delivery of a fluid inflation media. The balloon 
is fabricated from a combination of a thermoplastic 
elastomer (TPE) , preferably an engineering t ^ noo ?i*""° 
elastomer (ETE) , with a non-flexible B *^^ a l ^J"^ 
material. The combination may be ablendof the-non- flexible 
structural polymer and the TPE. Alternatively, the 
combination may be a layered balloon comprising .for example , 
an inner layer of non-flexible structural P°^« "J * 
soft, wear-resistant, elastomeric outer layer. Methods for 
fabrication the balloon from the combination of a TPE and 
a non- flexible structural polymer are also disclosed. 
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